Saber and conocer (Q: v

Spanish has two verbs that mean to know: saber and conocer.

They cannot be used interchangeably. Note the irregular yo forms.

The verbs saber and conocer

saber (to know) conocer (to know)

yo sé conozco
SINGULAR .
TR tu sabes conoces
Ud./él/ella sabe conoce
nosotros/as sabemos conocemos
PLURAL L. L.
FORMS vosotros/as sabéis conocéis
Uds./ellos/ellas saben conocen

P> Saber means to know a fact or piece(s) of information or to know how to do something.

Mi hermana sabe hablar francés.
My sister knows how to speak French.

No sé tu numero de teléfono.
I don’t know your telephone number.
P> Conocer means to know or be familiar/acquainted with a person, place, or thing.

;Conoces la ciudad de Nueva York?
Do you know New York City?

No conozco a tu amigo Esteban.
I don’t know your friend Esteban.

P> When the direct object of conocer is a person or pet, the personal a is used.

;Conoces La Habana?
Do you know Havana?

but
Do you know Celia Cruz?

P jAtencion! Parecer (to seem) and ofrecer (to offer) are conjugated like conocer.

P> jAtenciéon! Conducir (to drive) and traducir (to translate) also have an irregular yo form,
but since they are -ir verbs, they are conjugated differently from conocer.

conducir conduzco, conduces, conduce, conducimos, conducis, conducen
traducir

traduzco, traduces, traduce, traducimos, traducis, traducen

Provide the appropriate forms of these verbs.

[ saber [ conocer |
1. José no _22P¢ |4 hora. 1. Usted y yo _CONOCEMOS hicn Miami.
2. Saray yo jugar al tenis. 2. ¢Ta a mi amigo Manuel?
3. ¢Por qué no ta estos verbos? 3. Sergio y Taydé mi pueblo.
4. Mis padres hablar japonés. 4. Emiliano a mis padres.
5. Yo a qué hora es la clase. 5. Yo muy bien el centro.
6. Usted no dénde vivo. 6. ¢Ustedes la tienda Gigante?
7. Mi hermano no nadar. 7. Nosotras una playa hermosa.
8. Nosotros muchas cosas. 8. ¢Usted a mi profesora?

;Conoces a Celia Cruz? <

NOTA CULTURAL

Cuban singer Celia
Cruz (1925-2003),
known as the “Queen
of Salsa,” recorded
many albums over her
long career. Adored
by her fans, she was
famous for her colorful
and lively on-stage
performances.
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